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“TheWater Tower”

| am genuinely pleased and humbled that you have
joined me at thisanniversary reception for alarge
gathering of scholars, authors, supporters, members
of my family and friends, editors, and a few col-
leagues—an event that looks back at, without ap-
pearing to be presumptuous, asuccessful past, and
looksahead to abrighter future.

Thisyear, 2010, marksthe 30th anniversary
of theestablishment of my company, MazdaPublish-
ers. [twould bevery difficult for meto summarize 30
yearsof thecompany’shistory and achievementsina
15-t0-20 minute
presentation. What
| have decided to
do, instead, is to
give you a brief
background and
then | will post the
entire text of my
gpeechonMazda's
website in a few
days time. Should
you be interested,
youmay logonand
read inmore detall
what thiscompany
hasachievedandits

prospectsfor thefuture. Inthefull text that 1’1l place
onlinel will alsotalk about typesof publishing and
moreimportantly, thefuture of publishingintheface
of shifting technology and the popul arity of eectronic
mediavs. old-fashioned print media.

Thetopic of my speechthiseveningis“The
Water Tower.” | can seethebaffled lookson some of
your faces. What isthe connection between “ book
publishing” and atank full of water attached toameta
scaffolding at least 50 feet abovethe ground?But if
you' |l bear with me, the connectionwill soon become
Clear.

Egtablishing thispublishing company wasfor
me the culmination of adream that started not 30
yearsago, but rather when | wasa12-year-old, first-
year high school student, at Firooz Bahram Zoroas-
trianHigh School in Tehran. | usedtosingle-handedly
writeand edit a“ NewsPoster” coveringtheeventsin
my classroom. | pasted several sheets of paper to-
gether to createalarge poster szeand hungit onthe
bulletin board inthe hallway outside the classroom.
But | don’t wish to boreyou with all those details,
leaving theminstead for the article on my website.
Instead I’ ll fast forward to theyear 1979, and to be
precise to June of
1979, when | de-
cidedtoholdasym-
posium about the
Iranian revolution
that had toppledthe
Pahlavi regime a
few monthsearlier
andwastill trying
todefineitself. At
thetime, | wasas-
Sistant professor of
economics at a
small collegeinthe
middle of Ken-
tucky—Centre
College. No other




well-known ingtitution waseven thinking of holding
suchaconference, perhapsbecausethey wered| wait-
ing to see how eventsunfolded inlran. | invited 15
top scholarsto attend thisconferencewhich | named
“Iran: A RevolutionintheMaking.” Morethan 200
gudentsand other interested folksflocked to our smdl
campusfor thethree-day duration of the conference.
It was, without adoubt, asuccessful event.

The symposium ended on June 24. InAugust
1979, | returnedto Iran, having already resigned my
position asass stant professor of economics, looking
forward to being of some help inthe“New Iran.”
Wel, like most dreams, my dream was shattered. In
September Mr. Soorush and his cohorts, acting on
ordersfrom Ayatollah Khomeini, began acampaign
to pacify theunivergties. Inalagt-ditch effort, | placed
adsinlocal papers seeking ajob asan engineer or a
development economist, but to no avail. On Novem-
ber 2, 1979, | returned to Kentucky by way of Wash-
ington, DC. On November 4th, theentireworld was
shocked by the news of the hostage-taking of theUS
Embassy’ spersonnel by so-called “ students.” Out of
work, | decided to pay avisit to my old campus at
Centre Collegeand say “hello” to some of my col-
leagues. What | saw therewasaturning pointinmy
career. As George Bernard Shaw wrotein hisshort
play TheDevil’'sDisciple®... itisinthehour of trial
that aman finds histrue profession.” It seemed that
my “hour of trial” wasabout to begin.

| couldn’t help but notice ahuge banner at-
tached to thewater tower on campus saying “Down
with Iran.” Obviously, to have climbed such ahigh
tower and risk falling down had taken some courage,
but nonethel ess some student zealotshad found it a
convenient forumto do just that in order to get their
message acrossto thetownspeople.

| wasn't angry; dismayed perhaps, but then |
asked myself what had made those college students
who wereto become our futureleaders, behave so
hastily. They had to have been totally aware of the
conferencethat their only Iranian professor had or-
ganized to discussthisimportant international event
only afew monthsearlier. It suddenly cameto me:
“themedia” Yes, themediaand the power it could
exert on people, even those who purport to be en-
rollediningitutionsof higher learning. | dismissedther
action by reminding myself that knowledgealoneis

not enough to make someone educated, what you
also need isunderstanding. Perhapsthese students
did not understand what wasredly going on, thesame
astheir sudentscounterpartsin Tehranwho had taken
hostages at the embassy.

Back then, of course, we did not have per-
sona computersand high-speed Internet. We got our
newsprimarily fromthreemain sources. (1) TV, and
not cable TV, (2) print media, and (3) theradio. So
therel was, thinking that in order for meto have some
impact on people, dbeit very small, perhaps| should
go back in time and be a 12-year-old high school
student again, and start my own publishing house.
Perhaps | could educate people and disseminate
knowledge about what | believed wasright and not
print stuff that waspolitically correct or incorrect. Not
to bend before centersof power and not publishthings
just to appeasethosewithill-gotten petroleum money
intheir pockets. After al, regardiessof whoweare—
popes, imams, ayatollahs, priests, rabbis, prophets
claiming to have descended from abovethe clouds,
politicians—weareall theend resultsof conception
of anegg and asperm and afew minutes of passion-
ate or dispassionate encounter.

To get started, | needed some money and
having been out of work for nearly 6 months, | had
no other choice but to cash in my TIAA benefit. |
launched Mazda Publisherson January of 1980in
Lexington, Kentucky with a total capital of
$2,738.34—my entire TIAA benefit.

Asmy first project, | decided to edit the pa-
persthat were presented back in June, 1979 at the
symposium. | contacted my good friend, Prof. Rob-
ert Olson, and together we compiled and edited a
manuscript that eventudly became Mazda' sfirgt title.
Today, Mazda Publishers stands alone and proud
among many other fine presses. Itisan independent
publishing houseprivatdy heldrather thanbeingowned
by aparent company or by aconglomerate. One of
the great things about being anindependent pressis
that we have considerable freedom to publish books
on topicsthat we are most passionate about. | have
chosento publish about theMiddle East and Central
Adaingenerd, and Iranin particular. | am committed
to bringing out thetruth about Iran, my birthplace, a
country withagloriousancient civilizationthat keeps
getting older asnew archeol ogicd stesareconstantly




being found. For examplethe discovery of a7000-
year-old jug of wine provesthat peopleonthelra
nian plateau wereenjoying agood lifelong beforethe
Genessof thethreeAbrahamianrdigions Thesetruths
| would like to share with the peopl e of the world,
especidly my felow citizenshereinthe United States,
thecountry inwhich | havechosentoliveandraisea
family. Itisthe best combination of both worldsand
no one can ask for any better combination thanthis.

However book publishing isonething and
educating young people and the publicisanother. |
have alwaysbelieved that in order for scholarsand
intellectud sto makeadifferencein society, their mes-
sagesshould be understood by laymen. Scholarshave
numerousforumsto talk and exchangeideasamong
themselves but what about the public? Astheold
Persian saying goes, isit theword “snake” that we
writeor isit therepresentation of a“snake” that we

draw that ismost easily understood by

'&“’,’ In 1995 | undertook to estab-

Y lishyet another organization with two

purposesinmind: (1) to bridgethegap

between scholars and the public by

foundation for atwo-year liberd artscollegeand even-

tualy buildit into afull-fledged accredited ingtitution
of higher learning.

Onceagainl fdtlikel wasthelonewolf when
Iranicalngtitutein 1995 when suchingtitutionswere
not yet fashionable among I ranian expatriates. That
dreammay remanunfulfilled duringmy lifetime, butit
isalegacy I’mhanding down to my two children, by

the masses?
bringing them closer to each other, and (2) tolay the
it cameto such aninnovativeidea. | established the
placingitsresponghbility onther shoulders. Especidly

ontheshouldersof my son, Parsa, who by al indica-
tionshasall theright stuff and vision to become a
successful personin hiscareer and fulfill hisfather’'s
dream. | havethusfar failed to convincewedthy Ira-
nian expatriatesto cometogether and combinetheir
resourcesand makethisdream areality for al of us
rather than donating individually millionsof dollarsto
variousestablished ingtitutionsin exchangefor name
recognition on some brick and mortar structure. |
still believein order for usto make adifferenceand
contribute positively to thisgreat land, the United
States, we need to have our own independent institu-
tionof higher learning.

| sdlute my friend and talented architect, Mr.
Bahram Badiyi, who spent many volunteer hours
drawing the basic plans of such an institution and
meakingitsthree-dimensiona model. | hopethat some-
day wewill beableto usehisarchitectura concept to
make this dream areality. If the Vanderbilts, the
Méllons, the Chapmans, the Skirbdls, the Stanfords,
and hundredsof other visionary Americanscould do
it, thereisno reason that why we Iranian-Americans
cannot follow their examples.

| have cometo theend of my formal presen-
tation. | am once againtempted to reminisce at some
length about those early days—my big dreamsand
the steps| havetakento achievethem. But | would
beremissif | did not take thismoment to salutethose
scholars, authors, editors, designers, and artistsswho
have devoted so much timeand talent to the progress
of my company since 1980. At last count, | havebeen
honored to be able to publish the works of 390 au-
thorsand scholars. Thelistisgrowing constantly. |
wish | couldinviteevery oneof themto beherethis




evening and sharethismoment of gratitudewith me.
Those of you who happen to be attending thisyear’s
MESA conference, | personally sauteyou here.

A few of my authorsand colleagueshaved-
ready departed us. | mentiontheir namesand cherish
their memories. They are: Dr. EstelleWhelan, former
editor of the Encyclopedialranica, LeonradoAlishan,
Sadeq Chubak, Peter Avery, JamesJ. Reid, Shapur
Shahbazi, Jay and Sumi Gluck, Ezat O. Negahban,
M. A. Jazayery, F. R. C. Bagley, Mary Boyce,
Ardeshir Mohasses, and Amnon Netzer.

Thereareafew individua swhose support to
mehasgonefar beyond any of my wildest expecta-
tions. | wouldliketo call their namesand ask themto
comeforward and berecognized:

1- Professor Robert Olson.
2- Professor M R Ghanoonparvar.
3-Professor Abbas Daneshvari.

Prof. M. R. Ghanoonparvar is being recognized for his outstanding
scholarly contributions to the press.

Findly, noindependent and specidized pub-
lishing house could manageto thriveif it weren't for
the help and financial contributionsof variouschari-
table organizationsand foundations. | would liketo
mention the namesof such donorsinno order of pref-
erence. They includethe Getty Trustin LosAngeles;
Ilex Foundation in Boston; The Nazarian Founda-
tion, New Jersey; Toufayan Fund, New Jersey;
Hovannesian Fund, Chicago; Didizian Fund, London;
Medica Pharmacies Group, Toronto; National As-
sociation for Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR), Boston; Armenian Studies Center of Co-
lumbiaUniversity, New York; Zohrab Foundation;
Parsa Community Foundation; and Ahmed Founda:
tionfor Kurdish Studies.

Andthenthereareindividua contributorstoo
numerousto mention here. But one coupl€e'sdona-
tionsin the past decade has been truly outstanding
and gone beyond anyone’ sexpectation. Their chari-

Mr. and Mrs. Oskouy are presented with an award in recognition
for their charitable contributions.

table contributionto the lranicalnstitute and various
publication projectsdeservesaspecial recognition. |
wouldliketo ask Mr. and Mrs. Rasoul and Afsaneh
Oskouy to comeforward and berecognized and ac-
cept this plague on behalf of thelranicalnstitute as
well asMazdaPublishers.

Inclosing, asl look back with pride, | must
alsotakethisoccasiontolook forward. Together, we
shdll continueto publishfor many moreyearsto come,
making thispressone of thefinest amongits peers.




